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mJ P}illTIDS TO 9 COllVmlTIO?i, 

l3DDTG COMSCIOUS OF TIIE NEED to proserve tho hunan enviro:nt10nt 111 aanoral 
m'ld. tho marine environoont 1n pe.~tioular, 

ll~COGNIZnm that uoliborato, nosligent or a.ocidental rolea.eo of oil and 

other hami'ul substanoos froo ships oonsti tutos t\ serious sow."Oe of pollution, 

JIBCOGlTIZnlJ tho itlportanoe of tho International Convontion £or tho 
l'Tovontion of Pollution of the Soa by Oil, 1954, as bainc tho f'irot mu ti~ 
lateml instrucent to bo concludod with the pritlo objeotivo of p:rotootincr 

tho onviro!ltl8tlt, and ~,ppreoiating tho signifioo.nt oontJ:ibutio11 ,,hioh that 

Convontion hlls made 1n proserv:lng ~e aeo.s and ooasta.l environt1ont fron 

pollution, 

D:JSmnro to o.ohievo tho oOtiplE>to oliDimtion of intontionnl pollution 

of the mrine onviroment by oil and other hllmt'ul wbsta.ncas onc1. tho 

oinim.r.ation of noc1.dental diao'.MrGQ of such subatanooa, 

C<JlSIDmnm that th1a objeot tlaf boat be achieved \ly os+..ablishinc ruloe 

not litd.ted. to oil pollution ha.Tina A univeraal pul'port, 



HAVE AGllEI1lD as f'ollowsz 

.Artiolr.i l ----
General Oblisations undb~ the Convention 

(1) The Partios to the Convention 'Wlderta.lt1.1 to give effect to tho provisions 

of tho prose11t Convention and those Annexes thereto by whioh thoy a.ro bo,.U'ld, 

111 c,.rdor to prevent the pollution of tho oa.rine environoont by the c.Uooha.rgo 

of ha.rc£ul substances or effluonts oontaini.r.18 such substa.noes in oontmwntion 

of the Convention. 

(2) Unless oxprossly provided otherwiso, a reforenoe to tho prosont Convention 

oon.oti tutos nt tho so.o.o tit:le a reference to 1 ts Protooole and to the .t1nno::os. 

Artiolo 2 

Definitions 

F'or the purpooes of the present Convention, 1.U'lless ex:_,ressl~" providod 

othorwiso, 

(1) ''RoGU,lations" nonns the Ileeulations contained in the .l\nnoxos to the 

~rosont Convention. 

(2) "Ilari:i.f'ul substance" oea.ns any substonca which, 1£ introduood into tho so,,, 

is lia.blo to oroate hazards to humn hoal th, to ham livinc roOO\U'OOS o.ncl 

r:iarino life, to damao aoonitios or to intorf'ere with othor locri,tit10.to usos 

of tho soa, and inoludea any substanoo subject to control by tho l'}rosont 

Convontion. 

(3) (a) ''Dischargo", 1n rolation t0 hal'Dful substa.noos or of.fluents 

containina auoh substances, oeans ~ roloase. howsoovor oausod 

frori a ship a.nd includes ~ escopo, spillina, lc,old.nc, putlJ.)inc, 
etlittina or ocptyina. 

(b) ''Discharge" does not include 1 

(i) duapinl within the ceaoin6 of the Con.vontion on tho 

l'ravention ot Ma.rine 1'ollution by Dm:ipin(l of Ua.stoa 
an4 other 1-bttor dona at London on 13 Novet1bor 1972s or 
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(ii) reloaso of ha.:ro:f'ul subsumoes dirGotly ~risinc' froo 

tho exploration, oxploito.tion ond o.aaooia.tod off
shoro prooossing of sea-bad Ilineral reaouroos; or 

(iii) roloa.se o:£ hamful substanoes ,LI'ntendet1 to ooobat 
pollution, oy* for purposos of legitinnto soioniitio 
rosea.roh into pollution aba.teDent or control. 

(4) "Ship" oeans a vessel of any tY!)e whatsoever operatma in-tho mrine 
onvironnent and includes h;ytl.rofoil boats, air-cushion vohiclos, suboorsihlos, 

floo.tine era.ft and fixed or flootina platforos. 

(5) 11Adoinistmtion" ooa.ns the Govarnnent of tho State undor whoao authority 

the ship is oporatincr. With roepoct to a ship anti tlod to f'ly a. no.a- of any 

State, tho Adnin1stro.tion is tho Govol.'mlent of toot Sta.to. Hith rospeot to 

£bod or flootir1 plo.tforw oIJQlccd in oxrilomtion and. o::i:rloitntion ot tho uca.

bod and subsoil thereof adjacent to the ooast over which the ooastnl S·tate 

oxeroises sovereign rights for the purposes of exploration and e::::ploitetion of 

thoir natural resources, the Adoiniotration is the Governoent 0£ tho ooa.eta.l 
State concerned. 

Article 3 

Application 

(1) The presont Convention shall apply tor 

(a) Ships entitled to fiy the nag of a Party to tho Co11vention, 
o.nd 

(b) Ships not onti tled to ny tho £'lag ot a Party but uhioh 

operate under the authority of a Pa.rty. 

(2) lTothinc in the prosent Article shall bo oonstIUed as derognting f'ron or 

oxtending tho sovereian riahta of the Parties under international law ovor the 
aOA•bed am subsoil tho:reof adjnoont to their coasts tor tho pul'!)osoa ot 
o::i,lomtion and oxploitation of their :natural reaouroea. 

e,e;---
* COCJClitteea II o.nd III wero ot tho opinion that this phraso is inconsiatont 

with tho provieiona ot Regulation ll(o) ot .t\r:lnex I and IloauJAtion 6(0) 
ot ~z II and should thoroforo be deletod. 
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(;) The present Convention sha.11 not apply to any- warship, :no.vnl a.u:.:iliary or 

other ship owned or operated by a Sto.te and used, for the tine boi1ta, 01tl~t on 

aovo:::-noent non-oo!ltJ.eroial servioo, Howover, each Party shall onoiu."G by the 

adoption of appropriate ooasures not inpairing the.operations or opc~"e.ti01ml 

capabilities of su.oh ships o,mod or operated by it, tho.t such ships a.ct in a. 

nanncr consistent, so fE'.I' o.s is reasonable and practioo.blo, with tho r,:rosont 

Convention. 

gtj.clo 4 

Vlola.tion 

(1) li:ny violo.tion of the rcquireoonts of tho present Convention shall bo 

!)rohibitod and so.notions established thore1·or under the lmr of tho Adninistration 

of tho ship concerned uhorovor the violation occurs. If tho .~.c1I.1i11ist:ca.tion is 

inf omod of such a. vio:!.-tion o.nd is ea tisficd tl1a. t ouffioient ovictonoo is 

nvnilable to enoblo proooedin[;'s to bo brought in respect of thc-o.J.logod violation, 

it shall oauso such proocodinas to bo take11 a.o soon ao possible, in a.oco::x1o.noo 

with its law. 

(2) Any violation of tho roquironcnts of the present Convcm·'don within tho 

j~u•L,di,.;·ci.('):1 of o.ny Po.i•ty to the Cc:-~·;"'ntion shall bo prohibited o.ncl sanctions 

sho.11 be established therefor under tho law of that Pnrty. 1lli.onovor such Q. 

viola. tion occurs, th.a. t I'a.rty shall ei thor: 

(o.) oa.uso procoodillc,-s to bo ta.ken in a.coorda.noe with its la,,, or 

(b) furnish to the 1'.clninist:m tion of tho ship such in.:f'orna. tion 

ond ovidonoo as ooy be in its possossion that a violation 

h£1.s oocurrecl. 

(3) Uhoro inforoation or ovidonce with rospoct to any violo.tion of tho prosont. 

OonVi1ntion by a ship is furnished to the Adniniotration of that ohip, tho 

Adoinietmtion omll pronptly infom tho Party which has furniahcd tho 

infol'J:lQtion or ovidonoo, a1td tho Orannization, of the action takon. 

(4) Tho ponal ties spooii'ied undor tho law of a Party pursuant to tho proso11t 

:.rtiole shall bo adeqUAto in savority to disooumge violations of tho prosont 

Convontion and ohall be oqually sevoro irrespoctivo of who ... 'O the violntiona 

ocour, 
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1J,.,o.:tti.ficl:,,to.s_Ar¼£L.S.I?.£.si.al, ,RU:}£.f!...2ll 
Ins,r,.c-9.g_on o.f ..• ~U,.E,S, 

(1) Subject to the provisions of paracraph (2) of tho present Article a 

certificate issued under tho authority of a. Party to the Convention in 

accordance with tho provisions of the Reculations shall bo accepted by tho 

other Partir .- and rec;a:r.deC. for all purposes covered l)y the present Convention 

as havinc the sa.:~e validity as a certificate issued by them. 

(2) A ship required to hold a certificate in accorcla.nco with tho provisions 

of tho Rcculations is subject while in the ports or off-shore tc1~1inals under 

tho jurisdiction of another Party to inspection by officers duly authorized 

by that Party. Any such inspection shall bo liuitcd to vcrifyin::; that there 

is on board a valid certificate, unless there arc clear crounds for bolievincr 

that the condition of tho ship or its equipment docs not correspond substantially 

with tho particulars of that certificate. In that case, or if tho ship docs 

not carry a valid certificate, the Party carryinr_; out the inspection shall take 

such stops as will ensure that the ship shall not sail witil it can proceed 

to sea without prr.::sontinc n.n unreasonable throat of harn to tho r:iarinc 

cnvironncnt. That Party r:m.y, howcve:r, e,Tant such a ship permission to leave 

tho port or off-shore tominal for tho purpose of proccorlinc: to tho nearest 

appropriate repair yo.rd. available, 

( 3) If a Party 1Jonics a forci{;,"J'l ship access to ports in its ~orri tor,y or to 

off-shore terminals under its juris~iction or takes any action acainst such a 

ship for the reason that the ship docs not comply with tho provisions of tho 

present Convention, tho Party shall ionodintcly infom tho consul or 

(liplona.tic representative of tho Pa.rty whoso flac the ship is onti tlcd to fly. 

Before dcnyinc access or toJdna such action tho Party i:1ay rcquost consultation 

with the Ac'\ninistration, Inforr:ia.tion shall also be civon to tho Administration 

when a ship dooo not carry a. vo.lid certifica to in acoordri .. - ,j, i:;h tho 

provisions of the Rceula.tions. 

(4) With respect to the ships of non•Partics to the Convention, Partios shall 

apply th0 requiremonts of the proaont Convention as uay be necessary to ensure 

that there is no disorinination in favour of such ships. 
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Article 6 .................. 
D,..~ection of Violations anc". Enforcc;nont oJ 
------

4 t1ioaonven+Ton~•--v• -
-.---....--. - .. 

(1) Parties to the Convention shall co-operate in the dotoctio1;1 of violations 

and the onforcor.ient of the provisions of the present Convention, uaine all 
appropriate and practica.1.Jle measures of detection ancl environmental moni torin£;·, 

adoquuto proco~uros for reportine and accumulation of oviuencc. 

(2) A ship to which th0 prosont Convention applies may, in any port 0°:- off-shore 

terminal of a Party 'be subject to inspection 'by officers appointed or 

authorized by that Party for the p'l.1rpose of verifyinJ whether the ship has 

discharccd any hamful substances in violation of the provisions of the 

Rvc,ulations. If an inspection indicat0s a violation of the Convention, a 

report shall be forwarclc(l. to tho•Ad11inistration for any appropriate action. 

(3) Any Party shall fu1.'11ish to the A1l1.1inistration evicl.cnco, if any, that the 

ship has dischn.rc;cd harnful substances or effluents containinc such 

su'.Jstanccs in ·1iolation of the provisions of tho Roc;ule,tions. If it is 

practicable to <lo so, the cor;1petcnt authority of the forncr Party shall notify 

the r.1astor of the ship of tho o.llccro(l violation, 

(4) Upcn r..::coivinc; such oviC::.onco, tho Aclninistration oo informed shall 

invcsti0itc tho tmttcr, andna.Jr request tho other Party to furnish further or 

better cvi-lcnce of the allccod contrnvcmtion. If thu 11.dministration is 

satisfied tnat sufficient ovide:nco is availablo to cmalllo proooo(~ings to be 

broucht in re;ipoct of tho all<1cvd violation, it shall ca.use such l)roccocline;-s 

to be taken in accordonco with .i. ts lnw as soon as possible. ~1hc Ac'..ministration 

shall pror,1ptly inform tho Party which has reported. tho alloccc. violation, as 

wdl as tho Orc;nnizntion, of tho notion takor .• 
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(5) A Pai'ty may also inspoct a ship to which tho present Convention applies 

wh0n it enters the ports or off-1.ihorc tomina.ls under :lts jurisc.liction, if 

a roquest,for an investigation is received fror.1 a.ny Party tocethar with 

sufficient ovi~1encc that the ship has clischarced harnful substances or of!luents 

contn.ininc such substances in any place. 'l1he report of such invostication 

shall be sent to the Party roqucstinc; it an<'l to the Aclr.i:'.nistration so that 

the approprfatc action mn.y to taken under the present Convention, 

A,rticJe l 

Jind..u.o._D.0.J.n~~1iJ2._FJ, 

(1) All possible efforts shall 'be maJ.e to avoid a ship boinc unduly detained 

or clclayC'd unr:cr Articloo 4, 5 and 6 of the preson~ Convuntion. 

(2) When a ship is unduly detained or delayed under Articlus 4, 5 an(1 6 of 

tho present Convention, it sl1all be entitled to conpcnsation for any loss or 

nn.mn{;O suff orcc1.., 

(1) For the purposes of tho present Article an 11 inciclont 11 1;1oans an evont 

involvinc the actual or probable (:iscl 8.rco into the sea of a hn.n.1ful substance, 

or uffluonts containinc such n. substance. 

( 2) A report of o.:n incic1ont shall be r.1a<'..e without delay to the fullest 

oxtcnt possi'.Jlc in accorcln.nce with the provisions of tho Protocol to th0 

present 1.rticlo (Protocol l), 

(3) Each P[l.rty to tho Conv€mtion shall 

(a) r.1alrn a.11 arz:anccr:ionts ne:c.:.:ssa.ry for an approprin.to officer or 

ar;oncy to recdvo anrl process all r01)orta on i:1cic.cnts~ and 

(b) notify tho Orcanizntion with co~pleto dctnils of such a.rrancemcnts 

for circulation to other Partios and Monbor States of tho 

Or,snniza tion. 

(4) Whenever o. Po.rty receives n report unclor the provisions of the pr0sont 

Articlo, that Party shn.11 rda.y the report without c.lc:lay to 

(n) the Acl1ninistrntion of tho ship involved: a.nc1 

(b) any othor State which r.m:y bo tiffocto(le 
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( 5) I.;ach Party to the Convontion 1mde::tD.!:es to issue inst::i:uc tions to its 

r.1ari tine inspection vessels and aircraft and to other ~,ppro1n·ia te services, 

to report to its author.i tics any incident refei·rec"i. to in Protocol 1. That 

Party shall, if it conciders it appropriate, report accortlinclY to the 

Orcanization and to any o-l;her party concerned, 

Pm,crs of Partj_cs to the Convention ---- .. -...... ... -.. , _____ ...,._ ... ______ ..,.........._.,._ .. 

(1) Nothi.nc in the present Convention shall be construed as dcroc;atins frori 

the powers of any Pa.rt:r to the Corvcmt.ion to take F:ore strinc;ont noa,surcs, 

where specific circur.rntances so warrant, within its jurisdiction, in 1·espcct 

of disc'.1arco stnnci.,c,rds. 

(2) A farty shall 11C.'t, within its ,juriscUction, in respect of ships to which 

t'.10 Convention applies other thm1 its own shj_ps, ir.1pose additional requirencnts 

with rccn::·d. to ship dosi:.n and cquipncnt in ro.~:pect of pollution control, Tho 

roquircnontD of this parar;rap:1 do not ;,,111)1:f to \!nturn tho 1,A-rticular character~ 

fa tics of wl:icll, in nccorr' a.nee with 8-ccopted scientific cri toria, renc:.or the 

cnvironriont cxccptiono.lJ.y vu.lnuro,blc. 

(3) Farti.cs which ac'•')rit :,pccfo,l ucast1rcs in accorr.1anco with tl,e prcsont 

,\rtic:,.,:; slwJ.l notify the:-1 to tlic Or'_",cni?,ct tion wit!1out cl clay. The- Orc;anba tion 

shnJ 1 infurr.1 I'arties t0 tho Convention aoout these noasurcfl, 

(1) Lpon :. tn c.ntry int<:i fore,.:.:, tlic 11r,.,rwnt Convention snnurcu3os the 

Intcrr_r,,tionnJ. C,)nvcntior! for the Pr<.::vc.ntion of A,11ution of the S,:-a 11y Oil, 

(2) Hotlii~·1r: in tli;J :iru:cnt Convonti 1m sl1all prcjurlico tbr· co.Jific:1,tion n,nc 

dov'"lopr1c:nt of the 1r1w of th0 sr,'.'.J, hy the Uni torl Hations Conf,,r,-:nce on t:w Lo.w 

of the :~0a ~0nvcmo·1. p1.1.rsu0,nt to lksoJ.ution 2750 c(;czv) of the Gcnurnl J\Gcc:r:bJ.y 

of thu Uniter' }/,,.,,tions nor t:1e., llrcsnnt or future cl::1i1 :s :m,1 lcc;nJ vL,ws of !'tny 

f..'.tt.to c,mcc:rninc t;i-:: l<1,w of the sorJ, and tho naturo an,1. 0xtcnt of co::tstn.l r.nd 

fL1.,1_; i3tatc jurisrliction. 

( 3) 'l1lw tc.-n, 11 jnriG<"action11 in t:.;c proG0nt Convention s:mll ~-,o oondrnecl in t)io 

lir._:ht of inte:rnn,tional L'.W in force nt the tLic of applicr-dion or intc:rprcttttion 

of the prcue:nt C!Jnvonti,m. 
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ArticlE) 11 ,...._ - . 

• 'l.ny dispute betwoen tHo or more Parties to the Convention concerning the 

interpretation or application of tho present Convention shall, if scttlenont 

by n~_;otiation between the Parties involved. hus not boon possible, and if 

thooe Parties do not otherwise aareo, be subnittoc1 upon request of any of 

then to arbitration as set out in the Protocol to the present Article. 

Article 12 ...., ______ ____ 

Comriunication of Information _._.....,._. _________ ,.....,.__ . .. . 
(1) The Parties to the Convention un<1crtakc to cormunica.to to tho Organi,;ation: 

(a) the tGxt of lc1ws, ordorn, decrees and rer.;-ulations and other 

instruncnts which have been promule,-atcd on the various natters 

within thu scrJpc of the present Convention~ 

(b) a, list of non-c;ovorru.10ntal aconc.i.es which c.rc authorized to net 

on their bohalf in rnr.tkrs rclatin,-::: to the cl.esir,n, construction 

::md oquip1:icnt of ships cnrryin(; barnful substenccs in accorclanco 

with t)1c provi::;iom1 of the Roc,ubtionsi 

( c) a sufficient nurabor of spocir.lcns of their certifico.tvs issued 

tu1clc:r the provisions of the R0e,ula tions; 

(r7) a list of reception facilities includinr, thoir location, capacity 

anc; :wailablc facHitioG n.nc1 othur charnctoristics; 

(o) official reports or sumnarics of officfol reports insofar as they 

show the rosul ts of thti application of the present Conv'mtion: 

(f) n.n rumual statistical report, in a forn starn1 2.rdbcrl by the 

Orr;ti.nizn;tion, of penalties actually inposcri for infrinc7cr1ont 

of tho prese:nt Convention, ;:i.ncl 

(,:;) n duly tlocumcnt-:d notification ,justify in;'; the: acloption of any 

sprnia.1 noasuros tal:on in accorc1ancc with Article 9( 3). 

(2) The Or:_;n.nhation sha11 notify Parties of the r(:coipt of any 

conr-.rn1ications un(l.or tho prooont Article and circulct0 to all Parties any 

infornt1.tion cor:1nunic£1.tcc1 to it tmdcr sub-par2/:-raphs l(b) to CJ of tho 

present Article, 
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Article l7i 
......... -..... .. fq 

~-~-..t2... ShlJ?S 

(1) Each Administration undertakes to conduct an investigation of any 

casualty occurring to an..v of its ships subject to the provisions of the 

Hegulations if such casualty has produced a major deleterious effect upon 

the marine environment, 

(2) Each Party to the Convention und.ertakes to supply the Organization with 

information concerning the findings of such investigation, when it judges that 

su.ch information may assist in determining what changes in the present 

Conventior. might be desirabl~. 

,§.ip,__nature I Ra,:tiJ,.i.,9 .... a.,t_i_on.1 Ac.9_eJ?..t.™, 
Ap;2rov.a.1.....§E-~.sessio,n 

(1) The present Convention shall remain open for signature at the 

Headquarters of the Organization [ for twelve months from • • • • • • • • • • .. • • 1973, *] 
and shall thereafter remain open for accession, States may become Parties to 

the present Convention by: 

(a) signature without reservation as to ratification, acceptance 

or approval, or 

(b) signatul'e subject to ratification, acceptance or approval, 

followed by ratification, acceptance or approval, or 

(c) accession, 

(2) Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be effectoc1. by the 

deposit of an instrument to that effect with the Secretary-General of the 

Organization. 

( 3) The Organization shall inform all States which have signed the present 

Convention or acceded to it of the deposit of any new instrn.ment and the date 

of its deposit. 'l1ho Organization shall also inform all States which already 

signed the present Convention of any sit,nature offocted during the twelve 

months fror.1 , •,, •••• , ,, ••••• 1973,* 

* It wao suggested that these words be amended to read: "from•••••••••• 1973 
ur1til 31 December J.974" • 
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(1) A State may at the time of signing, ratifying, accepting, approving or 

acceding to the present Convention declare that it does not accept any one or 

all of Annexes III, IV and V (hereinafter rcferrod to as "Optional Annexes") 

of the present Convention, Subj,ect to the above, Parties to the Convention 

shall be bound by any Annex in its entirety, 

(2) A State which has declared that it is not bound by an Optional Annex may 

at o.ny time accept such Annex by depositing with the Organization an instrument 

of the kind reforrcd to in Article 14(2). 

(3) A State which makos a declaration under paragraph (1) of tho present 

Article in respoct of an Optional Annex and which has not subsoquently accepted 

that Annex in accordance with paragraph (2) of the present Article shall not be 

under any obligation nor ontitlod to claim any privileges under the present 

Convention in r0:::pect of matters related to such Annex and all roforences to 

Parties in tho present Conv1:mtion shall not include.: that State insofar ns 

matters related to such AnnGx nro concornod. 

(4) The Orc;anizrtion shall inform the Sto.tGs which havo signed or acceded to 

tho prcs.,;mt Convention of any doclo..ration under the prosont Article as well as 

tho receipt of any instrument deposited in accordance with tho provisions of 

paragrnph (2) of tho prosunt Article, 

.Artido 16 - --
Entry into Porco 

(1) Tho present Convcmtion shall ontor into force twolvo months after tho 

date on which not leas than 15 States, the combined m0rchMt fluets of which 

cons ti tuto no·t lvss than fifty per cent of the G'ross tormnc~e of the wor1..d' s 

morchnnt shipping, hrwo become pC\.rtics to it in n.ccorclance with Art:i.clo 14, 

(2) An Optional Annex shall enter into force twelve months c,ftor tho elate on 

which the condi tioris utipu 1n. tod in p1ro.graph ( 1) of tho pro sent Article have 

boon satisfied in relation to that Annex, 
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(3) The Organization shall inform tho States which have s:i.gncd the present 

Convention or acceded to it of tho dato or. which it enters into force and of 

the date on which an Optional Annex enters into force in a.ccordo.nco with 

paragraph (2) of the present Article. 

(4) For States which havo deposited an instrument of ratification, acccpta.nco, 

approval or accession in respect of tho presEmt Convention or any Optional 

Annex after tho requirements for entry into force thereof have been met but 

prior to the date of entry into force, tho ratification, acceptance, approval 

or accession shall take effect on the date of entry into force of the 

Convention or such Annex or throe months after tho date of deposit of the 

instrument whichovor is the later d~to. 

(5) For States which h8.VO rcposited an instrument of ratification, acceptance, 

approval or ;,i,ccossion after the date on which the Convention or an Optional 

Annux entered into force, tho Convention or the Optional Ann0x shall bccomo 

offcctivo thrc:c uonths c..ftor the dc,,to of deposit of tho instrwnent. 

(6) After tho elate on which all the conditions required under ArticlG 17 to 

bring rm c.roondment to the prosent Convention or an Optionrl Annex into force 

h2:.vc been fulfilled, any instrument of ratific2.tion, acc.Jpt::mcc, npprovnl or 

accession dopositc:d shall c,,pply to tho Convention or Annex n.s nmcndod, 

Amcnd.inonts -·••Ia ·••::-.I 

( 1) 'l1110 present Convention may be amcnckd by ,my of the procedures SJJocifiod 

in the following r,o.ragrapho. 

( 2) Amoncln1011 ts after considcra tion by tho Ore.:miza tion: 

(n) a.ny i1Il10ndmont riroposcd by a P.:i,rty to th0 Convention sho,Jl be 

subrni ttud to tho Organization n.ncl circuhtcd by :;_ ts 

Sucrr.::to.J'.'IJ-GonurC1,l to all IIombors of tho Orgnnizci:tion Md r..11 

Parties at loast six months prior to its considcrr.tiont 

(b) nny cuncndmcr.t proposed ruid circulato,l as above shnll bo 

submi ttc:d to c:.n nppropriatc body by tho Orgn.nizc:tion for 

consid,:ra tio.11; 
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( c) Partios to the Convention, whctho:t· or not Hcr.1bcrs of tho 

Organization, shall be entitled to participate in tho 

prococdincs of the appropriate body; 

( d) nr.iendnents shall be a.clopted by a two-thirds r.mjori ty of 

only tho Parties to tho Convention present end voting; 

(e) if adopted in accordance with sub-pn.raf,"I'aph (d) above, 

ancndnonts shall be coranunicatocl by the Secretary-General 

of the Organization to all the Pm.'tios to the Convention 

for acceptance; 

(f) un 9.J':'lendl:wnt shall be decned to have been acccpt0d in the 

followinc circunstancos: 

(i) an anondncmt to n.n Ai•ticle of the; Convention shall 

bo doonecl to have boon acccptocl on the date on which 

it is accoptcd by two-thirds of the Parties, tho conbined 

ncrchant fleets of which constitute not less than 

fifty per cont of tho gross tonnage of tho world's 

norcha.nt fleet~ 

(ii) n.n anondnent to an Annex to tho Convention shall bu 

door.iucl to have boon accoptocl in accordance with tho 

procoduro specified in z~b-ptll'aGraph (f)(iii) unless 

tho appropriate body, at the tine of its adoption, 

clotoruincs that tho cu:1onch.:ont sllall be dconcrl to have 

been accoptod. on tho uato on which it is accepted by 

two-thirds of tho Parties, tho cor.1bincd norchnn.t fleets 

of which cons ti tuto not less than fift:? ])Gr cont of the 

crass tonna.e-o of tho worlcl 1 s nerchunt fleet. Never-

tholoss, at m1,Y tine before th0 entry into force 

of an ar,ondnont to nn Annex to tho Convonti,Jn, a Party 

uey notify tho Socre:tn,ry-G0noral of tho Orr;nnization 

thn.t its oxpross approval will be nocessru:y before tho 

auondnunt enters into force for it. The lattur shall 

bring- such notification and tho elate of its receipt to 

tho notice of P&rtios. 
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(iii) an amendment to an Appcmdix to an Annex to the 

Convention shall be deemed to have been accepted at 

the end of a period to be determined by the appropriate 

body at the time of its adoption, which period shall 

bo not less than ten months, unless within that period 

an objection is conmmnicatod to the Organization ·oy 

not less than one-third of the Parties or by the 

Parties the combined merchant fleets of which 

constitute not less than fifty per cent of the gTOss 

tonnage of the world's mcrcht:int fleet whichever 

condition is fulfilled; 

(iv) an amendment to Protocol 1 of the Convention shall be 

subject to the same procedures as for tho arncndments 

to the Annexes to the Convention, as provided for in 

sub-parae:raph (f)(iii) above; 

(v) an amendment to Protocol 2 of the Convention shall be 

subject to the same procedures as for the amendments 

to an Article of tho Convention, as provide~ for in 

sub-paragraph (g)(i) below; 

(c;) the runondment shall enter into force under the following 

conditions: 

(i) in the case of an runcndmcnt to an Article of tho 

Convontion, to Protocol 2 or to a.n Annex to the 

Convention not under the procedure specified in sub

paragraph (f)(iii), the amendment accepted in 

conformity with the foregoing provisions shall enter 

into force six r.ionths after tho dnte of its acceptance 

with respect to the Parties which have docln.red that 

they have accepted it, 

(ii) in the case of an nmendmont to an Appendix to an Annex 

or to an Annex to the Convontion under the procodurc 

epocifiod in sub-para.graph (f)(iii), tho amendment 

doomed to have boon accepted in a.ccordanco with tho 
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forogoing conditions shall enter into force six months 

after its accopto.nce for all the Parties with tho 

exception of those which, before that date, have made 

a dGcla.ration that they do not accept it or a 

declaration under sub-paragraph (f)(ii), that their 

express approval is necessary. 

(3) Amendment by a Conference: 

(a) Upon the roqucst of a Party, concurred in by at lea.st one

third of the Paxties, the Or0anization shall convene a 

Conference of Parties to the Convention t0 consider 

amendments to the present Convention. 

(b) Every runondmcnt adopted by such a Conforonco by a two-thirds 

majority of those present and voting of the Parties shall 

be communicated by the S0cretary-Gencral of tho Organization 

to all Contracting Parties for their acceptance. 

(c) Unkss tho Conforonco decides oth0rwise, tho amondmont shall 

bu deemed tu have boon accepted 1..1,nd to have entered into 

forc0 in accordance with tho procodu1.·c.:s spocifi~d for that 

purpose in paragraph (2)(f) and (g) above. 

(4) (a) In the case of an omondmcnt to an Optional Annox, a rcforonco 

in tho present Article to n 11Pa.rty to the ConvcJntion11 shall 

be: dcomcd to moan a reference to a Party bound by that Annex. 

(b) Any Party which has declined to accupt an nmondmcnt to an 

1\rmex shall be troatcd as a non-Pc,rty only for the purpose 

of application of that runendmont. 

(5) Tho ndoption and entry into force of a now Annox shall be subj.Jct to the 

same procedures as for the adoptbn ancl entry into force of an amondr,Kmt to 

an Article of the: Conv<.;ntion. 

( 6) Unless .,;xprossly provided othcrwis0, n.ny nr.icnclJmmt to -tho presont 

Convention I.lade: untlor this Article which relates to tho structure 0f a ship 

shall apply only to ships for which tho building contra.ct is placed, or in the 

absence of a building contract, th0 lrnd of which is laid, on or after tho 

date on which the amondmont comes into force. 
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(7) Any araondr.icnt to an .i:'.nnu:~ shall relate to tho substnncc of the,t Anne}; nnd 

shall bu consistent with the Articles of tho prose.mt Convention. 

(8) Tho Secretary-General of the Organization shall inforr:1 all Parties of any 

araondmcnts which enter into force under tho present Article, together with the 

date on which each such nmondmont ontors into force. 

(9) Any declaration of acceptance or of objection to nn runondmont under tho 

prost:mt Article shall be notified in writing to tho Sccrctary-Gonoral of the 

Oreanization. The latter shall brine such notification and tho dnto of its 

receipt to tho notice of tho Parties to the Convention. 

1\rticlo 18 

Denunciation __ _..._._ .... _____ 

(1) The present Convention or any optional Annex may be denounced by n,ny 

Parties to the Convention at any tine after the expiry of fivo years from the 

date on which the Convention or such Annex enters into force for that Party, 

(2) Dununciation shall bo offoctcd by notification in writing to tho 

Socrutary-Guno:r.al of the Organization who shall inforr.1 2,ll the other PG.rtios 

of MY such n0tifica,tion rucc,ivod n,nd ,)f tho date of its receipt as well as 

tho dato on which such donunciatirm takes effect. 

( 5) A denunciation sho,11 take ufiuct twelve r.10nths after receipt of the 

notification of denunciation by tho Sccrotary-Gdwrnl of the Orgrmization or 

after the expiry of a.ny oth0r lcmgor period which 1.1:.:i,y be indicC1.tud in tho 

notification. 

(1) Tho present Convc-ntion shall be dupositccl with the Socrotary ... Ge:noral of 

thv OrGanbati,.:n who shall transni t ccrtifioJ. truu copic:3 thereof to 0,ll 

States whfoh have signod tho present Conve:ntion or ,:weeded to it. 

( 2) As soon 0,s the present Convention en tors into fc,rc,: t thu text sh:::.11 bo 

transr.1ittcd by the Sccrotary-Gcnurnl of tho Organization to thG 

Sccrutary-Goncral of tho Uni tcd Nations for registration ruid pt1blication, in 

accordn,nco with Article 102 of tho Charter of tho United Natic.no. 
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Arciclc 20 -·~--

'!1hc present Convontfon is ostablishod in a single copy in the English, 

French and Sp,::..nish languages, ~o..ch text being oqunlly authentic, Official 

transla.tic.ns in the Arabic, Japancso o.nd Russian languages shall bo prepared 

and dopositod with tho signed original, 

IN WITNESS vffi'EREOF the undersigned being duly authorized by their 

rospoctivc Govcrnri1i:,mts for that purpose have si£,rncd tho present Gonvontion, 

OONE AT LONIDN ••••• , •• • ••••• ,., ••• , ••• , •• , •• , •••••• • • ••••••• 1973. 


