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TH. PARTIES TO THE CONVEMNTION,

BTG CONSCIOUS OF THE NEED to proserve the hunman environnent in genoral
ad tho marine environment in particular,

RTUCOGINIZING that doliborate, nogligent or accidental rolease of oil and .
other harmful substancos fron ships constitutes & serious source of pollution,

RECOGNIZING the importance of tho International Convention for the
Provention of Pollution of the Sea by 011, 1954, as being the first rultie-
lateral instrument to be concludod with the prime objective of protecting
tho environment, and cppreciating the significant econtribution vhich that
Convention has made in nrosexrving the seas and coastal environmont fron
pollution,

DISIROG to achieve tho complete elinination of intoentiomal pollution

of the marine environment by oil and other harmful substancos and the
nininization of nccidental dischargo of suoch substancos,

COMSIDIRING that this objeot may bost be achieved by ecstablishing rulos
not linited to oil pollution having a universal purport,
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TAVE AGREED as followst

Artiol@_}_

General Obligations undex the Convention
(1) The Partios to the Convention undertako to give offect to the provisions
of the present Convention and those Annexes thereto by whioh they are bound,
in ordor to provent the pollution of the marine environment by the discharge
of harnful substances or effluonts containing such substances in ocontravention
of the Convention. |
(2) Unless oxprossly provided otherwisc, & reference to tho prosent Convention
conatitutes at the same tinme a reference to its Protocols and to the Annaos,

Article 2
Definitions

For the purposes of the present Convention, unless expressly provided
othorwises
(1) '"Rogulations" moans the Regulations contained in the Amnoxos to the
nresont Convention, _
(2) "Harnful cubstance” means any substonce which, if introducod into the sea,
is liablo to orcate hazards to human health, to ham living rogourcos and

narine 1life, to domage ancnities or to intorfere with other logitimato uses
of the sea, and includes any substance subjeot to control by the prosent

C_onvmtion. '
(3) (a) "Discharge", in rolation to harmful substancos or offluents

conteining such substancos, noans any reloease-howsoevox causod
fron a ship and includes any escape, epilling, lcaldng, punping,

v enitting or ocmptying.
(b) "Discharge" dces not inoludet

(1) dumping within the meaping of the Convention on tho
Frevention of Marxine Pollution by Dunping of ‘/nstos
and Othor Matter done at london on 13 November 19723 or
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(i1) relonse of harmful substances dircotly arising fron
tho exploration, exploitation and associlatod off-~
shore procesging of sea~bed nineral resourccs; or

(111) =release of harnful substances /intended to combat
pollution, o_:g7* for purposes of legitinate scioenvilio
research into pollution abatenent or control.

(4) "Ship" neans a vessel of any type whatsoever operating in.the marine
environnent and ineludes hydrofoil boats, alr-cushion vehieles, submersiblos,
floating craft and fixed or floating platforns.

(5) "Adninistration" neans the Govermment of the State undor whose authority
the ship is operating., \ith rospoct to a ship entitled to fly a flag of any
State, the Adninistrotion is the Govornnent of that State., Vith respeet to
fixod or floatirg plotformo oncaped in explorntion and oxploitation of thoe pea-
bed and subsoil thereof adjacent to the coast over which the coastal State
cxercises sovereign rights for the purposes of exploration and exploitation of
their natural resources, the Adniniptration is the Governnent of the coastal

State concermed,

Article 3

Application
(1) The presont Convention shall apply to:

(a) Ships entitled to fly the flag of a Party to the Comventionm,
and

(b) Ships not entitled to fly tho flag of a Party but vhich
operate under the authority of a Party.

(2) ilothing in the prosent Article shall bo construed as derogating from oz
oxtending tho sovoreign righte of the Parties under international law ovor the
soa=bed and sudbgoil thoreof adjaocont to their ocoasts for tho puwrmosos of
axplomtion and exploitation of their natural regources,

L Y

#  Committees II and III wero of tho opinion that this phraso is inconsistont
with the provisions of Rogulation 11(oc) of Annex I and Rogulation 6(c)
of Annex II and should thorefore be deleted.
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(%) The present Convention shall not apply to any warship, naval auxiliery or
other ship owned or operated by a State and used, for the time being, ouly on
governnent non-cormercial service, However, cach Party shall onsuxe by the
adoption of appropriate noasures not impairing the. operations or opcrational
capabilities of such ships owmed or operated by it, that such ships act in a
nanncr consistent, mo feras iz reasonable and practicable, with tho prosont

Convontion,

Article 4

Violation

(1) Any violation of the requirements of the present Convention shall be
prohibited and sanctions established thereror under the lav of tho Adninistration
of tho ship concerned vherever the violation occurs. If the ‘dninistration is
informed of such o viol.tion and is satisfied that sufficient ovicdonco is
available to enable proocedings to be brought in respect of the.alleged violation,
it shall cause such proceedings to be taken as soon as possible, in accoxdance
with its law.

(2) Any violation of the requirenents of the presont Conveniion within tho
Jurisdistion of any Party to the Cenvuntion shall be prohibited and sanctions
shall be established therefor under the law of that Party. Vhonever such a
violation occurs, that Party shall eithor:

(a) cause procecdings to be taken in accordance with its law, or

(v) furnish to the Adnministration of the ship such information
and evidence ag may be in its possession that a violation

has ococurred.

(3) here information or evidence with respect to any violation of tho prosont
Oonvontion by & ship is furmished to the Administration of that ship, the
Adninistration shall promptly inform the Party which has fumighoed the
infornmation or evidence, and the Organization, of the action talen.

(4) Tho ponalties spocified undor the law of a Party pursuant to tho proseant
.rticle shall be adequate in soverity to discourage violations of thoe presont
Convention and shall be cqually severc irrespoctive of whouso the violations

ocoux,
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Article 2

certificates and Special Hules on
Inspeetion of Ships

(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) of the present Article a
certificate issued under the authiority of a Party to the Convention in
accordance with the provisions of the Regulations shall be accepted by the
other Partir « and regarded for all purposes covered Ly the present Convention

as having the same validity as a certificate issued by them,

(2) A ship required to hold a certificate in accordance with the provisions
of the Regulations ig subject while in the ports or off-shore terminals undor
the jurisdiction of another Party to inspection by officers duly authorized
by that Party. Any such inspection shall be linited to verifying that there
is on board a valid certificate, unless there arce clear grounds for believing

that the condition of the ship or its equipment does not correspond substantially

with the particulars of that certificatcs In that casc, or if the ship docs

not carry a valid certificate, the Party carryin: out the inspection shall take
such steps as will onsure that the ship shall not sail until it can procecd

to seca without presenting an unreasonable threat of harm to the marine
environnent, That Party may, however, grant such a ship permission to leave

the port or off-shore terminal for the purpose of proceceding to the nearcst

appropriate repalir yard available,

(3) If a Party denies a forcign ship access to ports in ite territory oxr to
offwshore terminals under its jurisdiction or takes any action against such a
ship for the rcason that the ship does not comply with the provisions of the
present Convention, the Party shall immediately inform the consul or

(iplonatic represcntative of the Party whose flag the ship is entitled to fly.
Before denying acceegs or taking such action the Party may request consultation
with the Adninistration, Information shall also be given to the Administration
when a ship does not carry a valid certificate in accorxds»- ,.ch the

provisions of the Repulations,

(4) With rcspect to the ships of noneParties to the Convention, Partics shall
apply the requirements of the present Convention as may be nccessary to ensure
that there is no diserimination in favour of such ships.
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Azticle 6

D-%ection of Violations and Enforcement of
the Convention

(1) Partics to the Convention shall comoperate in the detection of violations
and the cenforcement of the provisions of the present Convention, using all
appropriate and practicable measures of detecction and environmental monitoring,

adequate procelurcs for reporting and accumulation of evidenco,

(2) A ship to which the present Convention applies may, in any port o off=shore
terminal of a Party be subject to inspection by officers appointed or

authorized by that Party for the purpose of verifying whether the ship has
discharged any harmful substances in violation of the provisions of the

Rerulations, If an inspection indicates a violation of the Convention, a
report shall be forwarded to the‘Administration for any appropriate action,

(3) Any Party shall furnish to the Adninistration evidence, if any, that the
ship has dischar;ed harmful substances or effluents containing such

suostances in violation of the provisions of the Regulations, If it is
practicable to do so, the competent authority of the former Party shall notify

the mastor of the ship of the allered violation,

(4) Upcn receiving such evidence, the Adninistration so informed shall
investige te the matter, and may requcst the other Party to furnish further or
better cvalence of the allesed contravention, If the administration is
satisficd trat sufficient cvidenee is available to enable proccedings to be
brought in respect of the alleged violation, it shall causc such proccedings

to be taken in accordance with its law as soon as possible, The Administration
shall promptly inform the Party which nas reported the alleged violation, as

well ag the Organization, of the action taken,
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(5) 4 Party may also inspect a ship to which the present Convention applies
vhen it entors the ports or off=shore terminals under its jurisdiction, if

a request: for an investigation is reccived from any Party together with
sufficient evidence that the ship has discharged harnful substances or cffluents
containing such substances in any place, The report of such investiration
ghall be sent to the Party requesting it and to the Adm'nistration so that

the appropriate action may be taken under the present Convention,

Article

Undue_Dclay to Ships

(1) A1l possible cfforts shall te made to avoid a ship being unduly detained
or declayed uncer Articles 4, 5 and 6 of the present Convention,

(2) when a ship is unduly detained or delayed under Articles 4, 5 and 6 of
the present Convention, it shall be entitled to conpensation for any loss or

domage sufferod,

rticlc 8

S .

Renorts on Incidents Involving Harriful Substonce
&‘#m&” L - . W

(1) For the purposes of the present Article an "incident" neans an event

involving the actual or provable disclarge into the sea of a harmful substance,

or c¢ffluents containing such a substance,

(2) A report of an incident shall be nade without dclay to the fullest

cxtent possible in accordance with the provisions of the Protocol to the

present Article (Protocol 1),
(3) Each Party to the Convention shall

(a) make all arransenionts nceessary for an appropriate officer or

agency to receive and process all reports on iacidentsy and

(b) notify the Organization with complete details of such arrangements
for circulation to other Partics and Member States of the

Orianization,

(4) Whenever a Party receives a roport under the provisions of the present
Article, that Party shall rclay the repori without delay to

(n) +the Administration of the ship involvedi and

(v) any other Statc which may be affected,
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(5) Dach Party to the Convention wdertalzes to issue instructions to its
naritine inspection vessels and aircraft and to other appropriate services,
to report to its authorities any incident referred to in Protocol 1. That
Party shall, if it considers it appropriate, report accordingly to the

Orpanization and to any o%her party concerncd,

Article 9 9

Povers of Partics to the Convention

(1) Nothing in the present Convention shall be construed as derogating fron
the powers of any Party to the Corvention to take more stringent neasurcs,
wherc specific circumstances so warrant, within ite jurisdiction, in 1espect
of dischaxee standords,

(2) A Party shall not, within its jurisdietion, in rcspect of ships to which
the Convention applies other than its own ships, impose additional requirenents
with resard to ship desi-n and equipnent in respeet of pollution control, The
requirenente of this parasrapn do not ~pply to waters the particular character=
istics of wideh, in accor’ance with accepted scientific criteria, rencer the
environrient cxcoptionally wvulnernble,

(5) Yarties which acdopt special ncasures in accordance with the prescnt
drticlc shall notify them to the Orconization withiout delay. The Organization

shnll inforn Fartics to the Convention abvout these rieasures,

Othior Proatics and Intorpretation

(1) Upon its entry into forec, the present Convention supcrscdoes the
Interrational Convention for the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by 011,

1954, as arnented, as betveen Partics to that Convention,

(2) HWothing in the vreeent Convention sball projudice the codification anc
developrient of the law of tho sen by the United Nations Conference on tie Low

of the Dea eonvened pursuant to Licsolution 2750 C(”‘ ) of the General Assenbly
of the United Netions nor tho wrosent or future claine and legal viows of any
State concorning tha law of the sca and the nature and extent of coastnl and
flag State jurisdiction,

(3) The ter "Jurisdiction™ in tl.e present Convention shall e construed in ihe
lirht of intcernational law in forcc at the tine of application or interpretation

of the pregent Convention,
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Artiale 11

Settlenont of Disnutes

Any dispute between two or more Parties te the Convention concorning the
interpretation or application of the present Convention shall, if scttlement
by nezotiation between the Parties involved has not becn pcssible, and if
these Partics do not otherwise agree, be submitted upon request of any of

then to arbitration as set out in the Protocol to the present Article,

Article 12

S L e et

Communication of Information

(1) The Partics to the Convention undertake to communicate to the Organizations

(a) the text of lows, orders, dccrees and reculations and other
instrunents which have been promulgated on the various natters

within the scope of the present Conventiong

(b) o list of non=governncntal agencies which are authorized to act
on their behalf in motters relating to the design, construction
and equiprient of ships carrying harnful substences in accordance

with the provisions of the Regulationss

(¢) a sufficient number of specinmens of their certificates issued

under the provisions of the Regulationss

(@) a list of rccoeption facilities including their location, capacity

and available facilities and othor characteristics;

(¢) official reports or sumnarics of official reports insofar as they

show the results of the application of the present Conventions

(f) an annual statistical rcport, in a form standardized by the
Orpanization, of venaltics actunlly inmposcd forx infrinsement

of the present Convention, and

(g) a duly decumented notification justifying the adoption of any

special ncasurces taken in accordance with Article 9(3).

(2) The Organization shall notify Partics of the rcceipt of any
conramications under the present Article and cirenlate te all Parties any
infornation communicated to it under sub=parasraphs 1(b) to () of the

present Article,
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Article 13

Casualties to Ships

(1) Each Administration undertakes to conduct an investigation of any
casualty occurring to any of its ships subject to the provisiong of the
Regulations if such casualiy has produced a major deleterious effect upon

the marine environment.,

(2) Each Party to the Convention undertakes to supply the Organization with
information concerning the findings of such investigation, when it judges that
such information may assist in determining what changes in the present

Conventicr might be desirable.

Article 14

Signature, Ratification, Acceptance,
Approval and Accession

(1) The present Convention shall remain open for signature at the
Headquarters of the Organization [for twelve months fTrOm seseessesssves 1973,%]

and shall thereafter remain open for accession, States may become Parties to

the present Convention by:

(a) signature without reservation as to ratification, acceptance

or approval, or

(b) signature subject to ratirication, acceptance or approval,

followed by ratification, acceptance or approval, or

(¢) accession,

(2) Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be effectel by the
deposit of an instrument to that effect with the Secretary-General of the
Organization,

(3) The Organization shall inform all States which have gigned the present
Convention or acceded to it of the deposit of any new instrument and the date
of its deposit. The Organization shall also inform all States which already
signed the present Convention of any signature effected during the twelve

months from sseesssnsnssess 19750*

* It was suggested that these words be amended to read:s "from sessessses 1973
until 31 December 1974",
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Axticle 15

Ontional Amnexes

(1) A State may at the time of signing, ratifying, accepting, approving or
acceding to the present Convention declare that it does not accept any one ox
2ll of Annexes III, IV and V (hercinafter rcferrcd to as "Optional Anncxes")
of the present Convention. Subject to the above, Parties to the Convention

ghall be bound by any Annex in its entirety.

(2) A State which has declared that it is not bound by an Optional Annex may
at any time accept such Annex by depositing with the Organization an instrument

of the kind referred to in Article 14(2).

(3) A Statc which makcs a declaration under paragraph (1) of the present
Article in respect of an Optional Annex and which hag not subsequently accepted
that Annex in accordance with paragraph (2) of the present Article shall not be
under any obligation nor cntitled to claim any privileges under the present
Convention in respect of matters related to such Annex and all references to
Partics in the present Convention shall not include that State insofar as

matters related to such Amnex are concerncd,

(4) The Organizetion shall inform the States which have signed or acceded to
the present Convention of any deelaration undexr the present Article as well as
he receipt of any instrument depogited in accordance with the provisions of

paragraph (2) of the present Article,

Entry into Force
(1) The vpresent Convention shall cnter into force twelve months after the
date on which not less than 15 States, the combincd merchant flcets of which
constitute not luss than fifty per cent of the gross tonnae of the world's

merchant shipping, have become parties to it in accordance with Article 14,

{2) An Optional Anncx shall enter into force twelve months oftcr the date on
which the conditions stipulated in paragraph (1) of the present Article have

been gatiaficd in relation to that Annex,
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(3) The Organization shall inform the States which have signed the present
Convention or acceded to it of the date or which it enters into force and of
the date on which an Optional Annex enters into force in accordance with

paragraph (2) of the present Article.

(4) TFor States which have deposited an ingtrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession in respect of the pregent Convention or any Optional
Amnex after the requircments for entry into force therecof have becn met but
prior to the date of entxy into force, the ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession shall take eoffect on the date of entry into force of the
Convention or such Annex or three months after the date of deposit of the
instrument whicheover is the later date,

(5) Tor States which have Acposited an instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession after the date on which the Convention or an Optional
Anncx entered into forec, the Convention or the Optional Annex shall become
effective three months after the date of deposit of the instrument,

(6) After the date on which all the conditions required under Article 17 to
bring an cmendment to the present Convention or an Optionsl Amnex inte force
have been fulfilled, any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or

accession deposited shall apply to the Convention or Annex as amended.

Article 17

Amendments

(1) The present Convention may be amended by any of the proccdurcs specified

in the following paragraphs,
(2) Amendments after consideration by the Organizations

(a) any amendment proposed by a Party to the Convention shall be
gubnitted to the Organization and circulated by its
Scerctory-General to all lembers of the Organization and all

Partics at least six monthg prior teo its consideration;

(b) oany wnendmert proposced and circulated as above ghall be
submitted to an approvriate body by the Organization for

considcerationg
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(£)
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Partics to the Convention, whether or not Members of the
Organization, shall be cntitled to participate in the
proceedings of the appropriate bodys

amendnents shall be adopted by a two=thirds majority of
only the Parties to the Convention pregent and voting;

if adopted in accordance with sub=paragraph (d) above,
anendnents shall be comrmunicated by the Secretary=General
of the Organization to all the Partics to the Convention

for acceptance;

an amendnient shall be deened to have been accepted in the

following circunstances:

(1)

(i1)

an anendmnent to an Article of the Convention ghall

be decned to have been accepted on the date on which

it is accepted by twomthirds of the Parties, the combined
nerchant fleets of which congtitute not less than

fifty per cent of the gross tonnage of the world's

nerchant flecets

an anecndrnient to an Annex to.the Convention shall be
decnied to have been accepted in accordance with the
procedure specificd in zub=parasraph (£)(iii) unless
the appropriate body, at the tine of its adoption,
deterines that the amendient shall be deencd to have
been accepted on the date on which it is accepted by
two=thirds of the Partics, the combined nerchant flects
of which constitute not lcss than fifty per cent of the
¢ross tonnage of the world's nerchant flcet, Nevere
theless, at any tine before the centry into force

of an ancndnent to an Annex to the Convention, a Party
nay notify the Secretary=General of the Organization
that its express approval will be nccessary before the
anendnent enters into force for it,  The latter shall
bring such notification and the date of ite reccipt to
the notice of Partics.
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(ii1) an amendmeni to an Appendix to an Annex to the
Convention shall be deemed to have been accepted at
the end of a period to be determined by the appropriate
body at the time of its adoption, which period shall
be not less than ten months, unless within that period
an objection is communicated to the Organization by
not lesg than one~third of the Parties or by the
Parties the combined merchant fleets of which
congtitute not less than fifty per cent of the gross
tonnage of the world's merchant fleet whichever
condition is fulfilled;

(iv) an amendment to Protocol 1 of the Convention shall be
subject to the same procedures as for the amendments
to the Annexes to the Convention, as provided for in
sub-paragraph (£)(iii) above;

(v) an amendment to Protocol 2 of the Convention shall be
gubject to the same procedurcs as for the amendments
to an Article of the Convention, as provided for in

sub=paragraph (g)(i) below;

(g) the amendment shall enter into force under the following

conditions:

(i) 1in the case of an amendment to an Article of the
Convention, to Protocol 2 or to an Arnex to the
Convention not under the procedure specified in sub-
paragraph (£)(iii), the amendment accepted in
conformity with the forcgoing provisions shall cnter
into force six months after the date of its acceptance
with resgpect to the Partics which have declared that

they have accepted it,

(i1) in the casc of an amendmont to an Appendix to an Anncx
or to an Annex to the Convention under the procedurc
specificd in sub-paragraph (£)(iii), the amendment
deemed to have been accepted in accordance with the
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foregoing conditions shall enter into force six months
after its acceptance for all the Partics with the
exception of those which, before that date, have made
a declaration that they do not accept it or a
declaration under sub-paragraph (£)(11), that their

express approval 1s neccessary.

(3) Amondment by a Conferences

(a) Upon the request of a Party, concurrcd in by at least once
third of the Parties, the Organization shall convene a
Conference of Partics to the Convention to consider

amendments to the present Convention,

(b) Every amendment adopted by such a Confercnce by a two=thirds
majority of those present and voting of the Parties shall
be communicatcd by the Secrctary-General of the Organization

to all Contracting Partics for their acceptance,

(¢) Unless the Conference decides othcrwise, the amendment shall
be deemed to have been accepted and to have entered into
force in accordance with the procedurcs specified for that
purpose in paragraph (2)(f) and (g) above.

(4) (a) In the case of an amendment to an Optional Annex, a reference
in the present Article to a "Party to the Convention' shall

be deemed to mean a refercnce to a Party bound by that Annex,

(b) Any Party which has dcclined to acccpt an amcndment to an
Armnex shall be treated as a nonwPorty only for the purpose

of application of that amendment.

(5) The adoption and entry into force of a now Annex shall be subjoet to the
same procedures as for the adoptiom and entry into force of an amcnduent to

an Article of the Convention,

(6) Unlecss uxpressly provided otherwisce, any amcendment to the present
Convention nade under this Article which relates to the structure of a ship
shall apply only to ghips for which the building contract is placed, or in the
absonce of a building contract, the kecl of which is 1laid, on or after the

date on which the amendment comes into force,
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(7) Any ancnduent to an Amnex shall relate to the substance of thet Annex and

shall be consigtent with the Articles of the present Conventicon,

(8) The Secrctary~General of the Oxganization shall inform all Parties of any
anendments which cnter into force under the prosent Article, together with the

datc on which cach such amendment cnters into foree,

(9) Any declaration of acceptance or of objection to an amendment under the
proesent Article shiall be notified in writing to the Secretary-=General of the
Crganization, The latter shall bring such notification and the date of its

receipt to the notice of the Partics to the Convention,

Denunciation

(1) The present Convention or any optional Annex may be denounced by any
Partics to the Convention at any time after the expiry of five ycars from the

date on which the Convention or such Annox centcrs into force for that Party,
(2) Denunciation shall be cffected by notification in writing to the
Scercetary-General of the Organization who shall inform 2ll the other Partics
of any such nntification rcceived and of the date of its receipt as well as
the date on which such denunciation takes cffect.

(%) A denunciation shall take cficvet twelve months after receipt of the
netification of denunciation by the Scerctary-General of the Organization or
after the expiry of any other longer period which may be indicated in the

netification,

Article 19

Deponit and Rezistration

(1) The present Convention shall be deposited with the Scerctary-Gencral of
the Organizaticon who shall transnit certificd true copics thereof to all

States which have gigned the present Convention or accceded to it,

(2) As soon as the present Convention cntors into force, the text shall be
transmitted by the Sceretary=General of the Organization to the
Sceretary=General of the Unitced Nations four registration and publication, in

accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations,
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Asrcicle 20
L s el

Longuagcs
The present Convention is cstablished in a single copy in the English,
French and Sponish languages, cach text being equally authentic, Official
translaticns in the Arabic, Japancse and Russian languages shall be prepared
and deposited with the signed original,
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned being duly authorized by their

respective Governments for that purposc have signed the present Convention,

mI\IE .AT LONIDI'I..I00000...00000.0lao.lccoolotooon.no't'uoltlo 19733



